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Trial the Junior Peterson Portable Sawmill FREE for seven days 
 

Peterson Portable Sawmills are giving members of the 
public the opportunity to trial the newest addition to 
their range of swingblade mills, the Junior Peterson� 
for free! 
 
Having been in the business of designing, 
manufacturing and exporting portable sawmills for over 
25 years, the team at Petersons understand the 
public’s apprehension when a new product enters the 
market. Many customers wait for reviews from 
operators regarding the product’s performance, 
usability and efficiency in the field before making a 
purchase. 
 
While this research method works very well and 
Peterson operators are always happy to give feedback 
on their sawmill, there is nothing better than getting 
‘hands-on’ experience putting the product to the test 
yourself. 
 

During a recent marketing meeting, members of the Peterson team came up with the ‘free 
trial’ idea where those who are interested in purchasing a sawmill can test the 13.5hp 
Junior Peterson for one week, free of charge! 
 
Training will be given at the factory in Rotorua, then the customer is able to take the sawmill 
to their property to trial so long as it is returned in seven days. 
 
The trial is something that has never been offered by another portable sawmill 
manufacturer in New Zealand. Not only is it a great opportunity to test out a Peterson 
product, but you’ll also be able to cut logs on your property into useable lumber. 
 
With the Junior Peterson able to cut up to four cubic metres a day, you could mill enough 
timber for a small two bedroom house or garage during your trial period, saving you over 
$15,000 on purchasing timber! 
 
The Junior Peterson was designed based on Peterson’s semi-commercial flagship model, 
the Winch Production Frame. Both sawmills have one winch at the operator’s end which is 
used to raise and lower the parallel tracks that house the centre unit.  
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Other swingblade mills have dual winches 
at each end of their mills which require the 
operator to walk to the far end to make 
vertical adjustments. To Peterson’s 
designers this was time better spent milling, 
and is just one feature that makes the 
range more efficient than other swingblade 
mills on the market. 
 
In the early days at the research and 
development stage of design, the Peterson 
team discovered that mounting their 
sawmill engines higher than other 
manufacturers meant that sawdust wouldn’t need to be cleared as often, also saving time. 
 
Accurate horizontal sizing is simplified on Peterson mills to aid in efficiency with simple, 
proven sizing devices right at the operator’s fingertips. 
 
The JP has a maximum cut of six inches in one pass allowing six inch by six inch beams. 
But by ‘double-cutting’, the mill has the ability to produce up to twelve inch by four inch 
beams.  
 

Peterson mills are world renowned for their 
simplistic method of double cutting. Where 
competitor mills require awkward rearranging 
of mill components to cut a large beam, most 
models in the Peterson range require only a 
minor alteration; removing two bolts to detach 
the sawmill deflector. However, due to the 
design of the Junior Peterson, simply raising 
the guard will make that happen with no 
hassle at all. 
 
Another feature of the Peterson range which 
is testament to their quality products, is the 

blade design. Peterson have the perfect combination of a thinner kerf along with a solid 
plate that won’t heat up, wobble or lose tension prematurely. Peterson blades have been 
known to last over a decade and can be sharpened on the mill in around five minutes.  
 
Peterson’s blade design alone has been a purchasing clincher for those who have operated 
band saws previously, due to the low running costs and simple sharpening. 
 
All Peterson mills including the JP come with two blades and an electric diamond wheel 
sharpener with a jig that is pre-set to your blade size. Being that the entire Peterson range 
are operated with electric start engines, the sharpener can be connected to the engine 
when needed. 
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Recently, a competitor mill has come under fire for 
having ‘sag’ in their beam when cutting thus affecting the 
accuracy of the finished board. This simply does not 
happen with the Peterson frame.  
 
Although the JP sits at a lower price point than the rest 
of the Peterson range, it still features industrial gauge 
frame extrusions with deeper, thicker wall sections and 
copyright track die designs. The result is no sag, bounce 
or wavy timber and all of your horse power is going into 
the cut rather than being lost in wasted movement. 
 
During a recent demonstration, sawmill specialist Chris 
Browne cut two by six inch and four by four boards from 
seasoned Jarrah which really put the Junior Peterson to 
the test as Jarrah is some of the hardest wood in 
Australasia. Yet even when tackling this super hard 
wood, the JP cut true and the boards came off straight every time. 
 
While the JP retains all of these signature features that Peterson mills are renowned for, 
some of the component’s materials have been simplified to lower the price-point making the 
mill more affordable for part-time millers. The company are so confident the JP is the best 
entry-level portable swingblade sawmill on the market that they don’t want you to take their 
word for it. They want you to try it yourself! 
 
All New Zealand residents are eligible for a seven day free trial with the first trial kicking off 
on June 1st 2015. To add your name to the trial waiting list, visit the company website to 
read the terms and complete the form and a representative of the company will contact you 
to book in a date.  
 
 

JUNIOR PETERSON (JP) PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS 

BLADE 6″ hardwood 
MOTOR 13.5hp petrol Briggs & Stratton 
MAX CUT 6″ (152mm) x 6″ (152mm) 
DOUBLE CUT 4″ (102mm) x 12″ (305mm) 
MAX LOG DIA. 3′ (914.4mm) 
MAX LOG LENGTH 13′ (4m) 
AVERAGE PRODUCTION 400-1600bft+ per day (1-4 cubic meters per day) 
VERTICAL SIZING Easy single point sizing 
SET UP 5-10 minutes, weight: approximately 300kgs 
MATERIALS Mild steel 
CRATE DIMENSIONS Timber crate size: 2.2m x 1.1m x 0.7m  @450kg 

Track bundle size: 5.75m x 0.35m x 0.15m @100kg 

* Production numbers may vary due to species and size of cut  

* Terms and conditions to the Junior Peterson Free Trial apply. 

 
For more information visit: www.petersonsawmills.com/jp-trial  
Phone: 07 348 0863 
Email: info@petersonsawmills.com 


