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In the news

30 years of service 
across the world
Keith Smiley

Our Kiwi brothers are 
a surprising and in-
novative lot, but one 

invention stands out from 
the rest.

Peterson Sawmills is lo-
cated in rotorua, a smelly 
town sated with sulphur di-
oxide, in clean-green New 
Zealand. It has not curbed 
the enthusiasm nor inven-
tion by the Peterson family, 
now celebrating thirty years 
of service across the world. 
According to an American 
reviewer on their elaborate 
website, Peterson portable 
sawmills are as robust as 
any other but its engineering 
and longevity, is a cut above 
the rest.  

“Copying is the greatest 
compliment but try as they 
might, copycats still cannot 
replicate our machinery nor 
its versatility,” says, Maurice 
Liempd, Peterson’s market-
ing specialist.

The portable sawmills use 
circular tungsten blades, 
which last longer than band 
saw blades. They get about 
six years out of a blade and 
they can be sharpened 
quickly, without removal 
from the mill; handy when 
you are deep in a forest.

Carl Peterson started the 
ball rolling in 1989 with an 
innovative lesson for fixed 
machinery, by releasing ‘the 
world’s first commercially 
available portable sawmill’, 
according to Maurice. They 
may have won their share of 
awards but quality, service 
and versatility remain the 
hallmarks of Peterson’s suc-
cess. When Carl retired and 
handed the reins to daugh-
ter Kerris and her husband 
Chris Browne, competition 
was fierce. 

A single Peterson unit can 
mill, slab, plane and sand, 
by hand or by automatic op-
eration on any surface or 
incline. With customers scat-
tered across the globe from 
Papua to Germany, New Zea-
land to North America, Pe-
tersons have adapted to these 
dramatic and variable condi-
tions, establishing a recog-
nized brand, to satisfy these 
markets. 

The entry level Junior Pe-
terson portable sawmill is ba-
sically for a part time miller. 
It will cut 4x2s and 6x2s for 
rudimentary tree stakes. A 
Peterson, cuts a board one 
at a time allowing you to se-
lect the log you are cutting, 
which is useful for grade 
sawing. The product range 
supports a clip-on slabber for 
very wide boards. Their All-
Terrain sawmill is designed 
for rugged terrain, in jungles, 
forests and uneven ground, 
and a model up, called Winch 
Frame, is the most popular 
one, for efficiency and be-

cause it can be upgraded. 
Kerris Browne is in ‘a man’s 

world’, she confesses but is 
quick to point out there is a 
woman at the helm of Nor-
wood, a large sawmill com-
pany in Canada. “I hire men 
to sell our mills. You can only 
push it uphill, so far. Men 
and machinery go together 
and customers feel more re-
assured. I know it’s not right 
but its fine with me,” said 
Kerris.

She is not one to get rattled 
easily, and in her own Ca-
nadian-NZ vernacular, she’s 
been through ‘some pretty 
good curved balls’.

With an annual turnover of 
about $2 million, they sell be-
tween fifty and 100 sawmills 
each year. Competitors tend 
to premake their units, while 
Peterson’s mainly custom-
make their portables - a fac-
tor in their survival.

They have reps in Canada 
and uSA but are keen to start 
a network in Australia. Sell-
ing from a factory outlet in 
New Zealand directly to the 
Australian market is one 
way around this networking 
issue. The freight costs in 
North America are so expen-
sive and prohibitive in many 
cases, especially for South 
American countries - where 
freight needs to be routed 
through Singapore and uSA 
to get to anywhere south 
of the equator. “It’s a night-
mare,” says Kerris.

“We are creating businesses 
and income for thousands of 
people. We sell a lot of auto-
mated machinery to Austral-
ians who get sick of pushing 
the mill.” 

Kerris is cautiously opti-
mistic, likes to ‘think things 
through’ and be well pre-
pared, hiring people who are 
‘better’ than her.

•	All terrain mill completing a dream cut

•	Kerris Brown with sales rep, 
Greg Sheehan

What’s On
24-27 September 2019

International Nondestructive testing and evaluation 
of Wood Symposium. Freiburg, Germany. udo.Sauter@
forst.bwl.de

30 September 2019

Queen’s Birthday (WA)

6 October 2019

Daylight Savings starts – ACT, NSW, SA, TAS, VIC

7 October 2019

Queen’s Birthday Qld
Labour Day (ACT, NSW, SA)

17 October 2019

20th Australian Timber Design Awards Melbourne, Vic
Contact 0420 232 253 

18 October 2019

TABMA National Awards Dinner Sydney

22 October 2019

responsible Wood AGM
university of South Australia, Mt Gambier SA

26 October 2019

Queensland Timber Industry Gala Evening 
Hosted by TABMA www.tabma.com.au

1 November 2019

Green Triangle Timber Industry Awards
Mt Gambier, SA

1-3 November 2019

Timber and Working With Wood Show, Epic, Canberra

5 November 2019

Melbourne Cup Day (Vic)

13-14 November 2019

ForestTECH, Melbourne

19-21 November 2019

Malaysian Wood Expo Kuala Lumpur 

24 December 2019

Christmas Eve (SA)

25 December 2019

Christmas Day (National)

26 December 2019

Boxing Day (Nation except SA)
Proclamation Day (SA)

28 January 2019

Australia Day 
(as January 26 falls on Saturday the following Monday is ob-

served)

2020
26 March 2020

NZ Wood resene Timber Design Awards
Grand Millennium Hotel, Auckland

30 March - 4 April 2020

AuSTimber, HVP Flynn site, Latrobe City, Victoria

2021
2-5 June 2021

Elmia Wood, Jonkoping


